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Why are we here?

*Diet Is a top contributor to health outcomes everywhere

oNo health transformation without food systems
transformation

= Case studies from nutrition, food systems and
agriculture offer insights on how geopolitics, commercial
determinants and equity play out and intersect over time
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Breastfeeding: crucially important, but increasingly
challenged in a market-driven world

Reframing ‘normal’ as problematic is a key marketing

strategy
®* New parents may be concerned about maturing baby behaviours

® CMF marketing frames normal maturing behaviours as ‘something is

wrong’ — pathological — or mothers are inadequate
- "If you are not sure whether you have enough milk...”

“If your infant has a rash or cries or possets or is unsettled... maybe they have

an allergy”
and offer products as solutions

“Selling peace of mind”... certainty of quantity of milk consumed

Pérez-Escamilla et al. Lancet 2022
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Marketing of commercial milk formula: a system to capture
parents, communities, science, and policy

Multi-faceted
Sophisticated

Agile

Well-resourced (powerful)
Sustained

Self-reinforcing

Resourced to turn the birth
of an infant and the care of
parents into a business
opportunity...
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Increases
sales

Increased sales creating greater material power and influence

Shareholders
benefit but at
a cost to
breastfeeding,
health and
climate,
objective
evidence and
information,
and consumer
rights

Rollins et al. Lancet 2022
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DIVERSE BODIES OF RESEARCH DEMONSTRATE THE INTERPLAY OF COMMERCIAL
INTERESTS, TRADE, LOBBYING AND MONEY

The CMF industry, markets and
food systems
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What You Don’t Know About the Codex Can Hurt You:
How Trade Policy Trumps Global Health Governance in
Infant and Young Child Nutrition
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CORPORATE LOBBYING ON US POSITIONS TOWARD THE WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION:
EVIDENCE OF INTENSIFICATION AND CROSS-INDUSTRY COORDINATION
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Examining the Envir tal Impacts of the Dairy and Baby
Food Industries: Are First-Food Systems a Crucial Missing Part
of the Healthy and Sustainable Food Systems Agenda

Now Underway?

Blaniel H. Pope ', Juhan 0. Karlsson ¥, Phillip Baker 40 and David McCoy !

Economic
impacts

Who benefits from

P

undermining breastfeeding?

e e : : Exploring the global commercial milk

formula industry’s generation and
distribution of wealth and Income

Baker et al. Lancet 2022
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WHERE DOES GEO-POLITICS FIT IN?

A comprehensive understanding of marketing tactics highlights where and how geopolitical
interests play out

Policy and investment Advertisements
and digital

International Health workers and
Regulatory bodies health systems

Rollins et al. Lancet 2022
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Food and agriculture: Many political economy challenges to policy
reform necessary to deliver multiple outcomes from food systems

Internal competing interests ~ Food systems are not only about food Political landscapes changing
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A (Geo) Political Economy Lens is Critical to Transform Food
Systems

= The ability to reconcile trade-offs depends on whether
there is conflict among interests or values and

ideas
“HE POLITICAL ECONOMY of

= Coalitions are essential but can fracture, calcify, or em
transform in unexpected ways FOOdSYSt,>

= Divergent preferences can be reconciled through
strategic policy design and savvy framing that appeal Pt o Proges
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to multiple stakeholders simultaneously

= Adaptation and implementation requires matching
policy instruments with capacities and
Institutional settings, and avoiding “isomorphic
mimicry”

* Food superheroes versus villains dichotomies
Impede progress on reforms

Resnick & Swinnen, 2023




Globally and regionally: Crisis of multilateralism and growth of
multi-stakeholderism raise new geopolitical considerations

o0 Consensus decisions more fraught in
multilateral bodies with different pressures
to transform them

o Intergovernmental decision-making,
Including on agriculture, clustering into
regional and economic groups

o Growing emphasis on stakeholder

participation that does not obligate
Intergovernmental commitments or
{@ accountability
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Diverse global fora have discussed SDG2 since 2015,
but...

UN GENERAL/SDG E‘I:EFB?T%D & HEALTH
EVENTS = >20 global events where
« World Health Assembly
« UN Ge.neral Assembly « Committee on World Food Security SDG 2 haS been
» UN Climate Change COP « UN Food Systems Summit discussed since 2015
« UN High-level pO|ItIC:’:‘i| forum « EAO World Eood Eorum
« UNICEF Annual Sessions « UN Taskforce on NCDs - >50% are UN eventS
« UN Parliamentary meetings
» Economic and Social Council ’ - EventS are mOStly annual
Youth Forum OTHER NUTRITION EVENTS . >1OO comm |tment/
3 = Nutrition For Growth deCiSion documents
DEVELOPMENT EVENTS G|0ba| anal Zed a a|nst a
« UNDP Annual Sessions fora and f y K ? l
» African Union Summit _ramewor Or sca Ing Up
« ASEAN Summit Biennial events FOOD & AGRI EVENTS Impact

Development

I Cooperation Forum

MAJOR ECONOMY EVENTS

» Berlin Agricultural = Global commitments to
Ministers Conference aCt have nOt matched
commitments to
specific actions,

/

s

« G20 Summit TRADE EVENTS .
g « G7 Summit financing or
IFPF « OECD Governing Body Annual Forum « WTO accountab|||ty
« EU Council
L&J « World Bank
‘%::5 « International Monetary Fund

CGls Zorbas et al, 2024 (forthcoming)
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Key messages

* No health transformation without food systems transformation

= Case studies from food, agriculture and nutrition offer strong
examples of how geopolitics and commercial determinants [and
equity!] play out and intersect over time

oLong history of breastfeeding and commercial milk formula

» Global efforts need to change fast to be fit-for-the-future and
truly public good oriented in impact

» Political economy and within that, the role of geopolitics, Is a
key consideration and needs much more attention in research
and policymaking at all levels



	Slide Number 1
	Why are we here?
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Food and agriculture:   Many political economy challenges to policy reform necessary to deliver multiple outcomes from food systems 
	A (Geo) Political Economy Lens is Critical to Transform Food Systems
	Globally and regionally:  Crisis of multilateralism and growth of multi-stakeholderism raise new geopolitical considerations
	Diverse global fora have discussed SDG2 since 2015, but…
	Key messages 

